Newsletter No.4

n/ei

ooo

Office

googood

April 1999
00000000 [Society for the Science of Design Studies, Japan
ooooo .1

ooooooobooooboog .2
oooooobogooog .2

gooooopoooooooooo

187-8505 0 0 0 0 O O 1-736
AiisinAFa{iaeTa-AAe o—efecAAIY #VidioA|

fax. 042-342-5181 phone. 042-342-6068
e-mail:<kisode@musabi.ac.jp>

Dept. of Science of Design, Musashino Art University
1-736 Ogawa, Kodaira-shi, Tokyo, 187-8505 Japan
fax. +81-42-342-5181 phone. +81-42-342-6068
e-mail:<kisode@musabi.ac.jp>

secretary: Shingo Miyajima, Akiyo Kobayashi

0000000000000 0000o0o0ooooonoo
ooooooooooboooobodoooooon
oooooooooobooooboooooooon
0000000000000 0O0042-342-51811010 0 0O
e-maill] kisode@musabi.ac.jp00 0 0000000000
oo

0boobOoDb1e99d 5020000
gobodoboobooboonobooboon
gboboobsbo2000000 30

000000000 00oooOooooooooooon
dooooooooooboooooood
dooodoooooooooomoooooood
gooodooooomoooooooooooog
O00000000000e-maillD000O0OOOOOO
000000000000 mOo0oooooooooon
000000000000 042-342-5181110 O O e-mail
O kisode@musabiacjpl0 00000000000 ODOO
gooogo
00000d0o0dooOoOoDOdnooon-1057-94451 0
0000000O00O0O0oooooooogo
O0000000D0O0O0o00oooooOoOooooo
00000000 ooo0o00oooooooooon
goooooooooooo

Newsletter No.4/ April 1999



ggogoboooooaod

19980 120 600D 0OODOODOODOODLDODODOO
O BMWSquareD O OO ODODOOOOOOO
goooooooboobooboboboboobooo
gooooooobooboobooboboboboo
gooooooobooboobooboboboboo
gooooooobooboobooboboboboo
gooooooobooboboboboboobog
gooooooooon

gboboi1mmogood
gbbuogoboobooonoboobooboon
gooooboobogboogon
gbooooooooboobooboboboobon
gooooooooo

b0 100000 -00150000
ob01L000d0-0o01e0000
gbo0dwlooooooog -gobyvoobooboo
O0000oo0oooO1998b 1200000000
goooogn

gboz20000b0oboboobn
oooooooooo
gbooooooooooooobooboobobon
gooooooobobobobooooon
goooooooboobobooboboboooogon
gbooooooobooboobooboboboo
gooooooobooboobobobooon
gboooooooooooobooboboon
gbooo0ooooooboobobobooon
goooooooboboboboobooon
goooooooooogog
goooooooooogog

gbooooooboboboboomboboobooo
goboobogbbooobodgboooboon
goooogn
gooooooobooboobobobooooooo
goooooooboobobooboboboboon
goboobogbboooboobooboboon
gmoooboooboboboboboboboo
gooboobogbooobooboa

goboboomoboobooboobooboobo
gboooobbobobobobooooobobo
goboobooboobomobooboobobooobo
goooooooooboobono

ggooboooooogooooo

giogoogooo

0019980 120 190 O 1400 00-1701 30
oMSBOOOODOODO

1.00100b00b00booo
ooboboboboooboobooobobobo
gbooooooobooboobobobobooonbod
goooooooboobobobobobooooon
gbobobooooooooobooboobobobo
gbooooooo

20000000000 b00bo0oboobmooob o
gbooooooo
goboboobooboobomoobooboobo
gooboboooobooboooooboboooobobooo
goooooooboobobobobooboooooo
gobooboobooboobooooobomooobo
gboooooooooboboboooooooood
gbooooooooooon

020000 +0000000

0019990 30 130 O 140000-171 30
oMSBOOOODOODO

1000000000 boboooobooooo
goboobooboobooboboobooomobo
gbooooooboobooboooobobobobo
goooooooboobobobobobobooo
oogd
gbooooooboooooboboboboorwobo
gboooooboobobooboooooooobobo
goboboobooboobooboobooobobog
20199000000000000000000Db00OD
Mmilel D0 MODOO0OD0OMODOOO1I0DO000DO
bbb obobooboboboobo
oooon

3 000oon

00000000 /Society for the Science of Design Studies, Japan



gbobobobobooooooogn
4000004000000DO0DODODOO
Mooogoosto20b0ooooooooooogon
obobooooomooboobooboboooooo
gooboooboooom

goobooon

019990 20 120

gboobooboo
lLoobo0obobobooboboboomWmoboobo
oboob0obmeo 7oobobooooboogoo
obobooooog

200000000 0b0mMboOobobooboobOoon
gboboooooboobobobooooboobmo
gobobobooooogoogn
0b0b0obooooooooooooooogon
oboboooomooooobooboboooooo
obobobobobooooooooooooo
4A000000O000000oOOobDOoobOobOobOon
000000 whoswhoO O OO

gogbbodbobogbbooobouobooboon
gbogbobooooboboboboooonoobo
gboboboboboboboooooobooobogo
gboboboooooooobobo

googobooooboodgbod

0.019000000000n
g0 bobmoboobobo
gbobobobobobobobobooooooo
gbobobobobobooboooon

0.000000mYu4010bgooooonogonog
gobogboooboobobooboobooooba
goobobobobo
gboboooooboobobomobobooooon
gooo

g.0ooobooboogon
1000000000000 0b0D0obooboobobo

goobooboo

O.00000emaldODO0O
gboobobobobobooooobooboboboa

g.0b0obboboboboboboooogoogoo
gboboboboboboooooooooogo
gbobobobobooooooobooogoogo
goobobobobo

Newsletter No.4/ April 1999



| welcome the initiative to give design research an institutional
setting. There is an urgent need to go beyond an understanding of
design in the narrow sense of project, and reveal through system-
atic studies design as a fundamental category. Design has become
a major force in everydaylife, in culture and economy, but what we
are lacking are theoretical studies that bring us to a broader
conception of design and its importance.

Gui Bonsiepe, Prof., Information design, Univ. of Applied Sciences,

Cologne

The idea as well as the theoretical framework of Society for the
Science of Design Studies, is outstanding. In fact, though profes-
sionals and other people meanwhile have become more and more
aware of the importance of design and its innovative potentials
very little attention has been paid so far to the complex theoreti-
cal implications and qualitative design research.

Therefore, it is both extremely necessary and highly appreciated
that experts from the Musashino Art University (particuraly
Prof.Shutaro Mukai) have taken the challenge in establishing this
interdisciplinary and international Association in order to fill in the
blanks which have been existing for a long time.

May | express my strongest recognition and admiration for this
courageous and encouraging venture.

And | might say that | feel deeply honoured to have been asked to
join this honourable society as a guest member. | accept this offer
enthusiastically and hope that | am able to prove worthy of your
confidence.

Congratulation and best wishes for the founding convention.

Uta Brandes, Prof. Dr., Cultural studies, Womens studies, Living life,

Univ. of Applied Sciences, Cologne

"What design really need is to develop a new 'disciplinary interdis-
ciplinary character' whereby - thanks to a changed approach in
the conception of strategic, holistic product design - the designer
again lays claim to areas which have meanwhile been usurped by
other disciplines and professions. This should occur not out of
hybris, but in the belief that a healthy portion of all-round
abilities combined with unconventional yet structured thought will
be able to generate solutions to current issues in everyday culture.
And surely that is what design is there for?!

If the Society for Science of Design Studies helps to foster this,
then | cordially welcome it and wish it much success.

Alex Buck, Dr., Design manegement, Editor"form”, "form diskurs",
Frankfurt

Dear professor Mukai: Please accept my warmest congratulations
on the occasion of the founding of Society for the Science of
Design Studies, Japan. Design thinking is only now becoming
understood as discipline that is central to organization, develop-
ment, and application of information and knowledge in daily life
and in all professions. Yet this human capacity to think and act in
ways that are practical, constructive and fulfilling is not ad-

equately understood, valued and developed in individuals,
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organization and cultures. A deeper understanding of the process
of designing is essential in this age of abundant information and
almost unlimited technology. It is as fundamental to human
evolution today as scientific method was to the age of enlighten-
ment and industrial development. Society for the Science of
Design Studies can play an important role in realizing this new
level of human potential and cultural achivement. | am honored by
your invitation to become an international fellow in the Society
and looking forward to its important work.

Charles Burnette, Prof. Dr., Design education, Architecture,
Industrial design, The Univ. of Arts, Philadelphia

| would like to welcome the birth of Society for the Science of
Design Studies, Japan and to thank all the promoters and the
members for having had the idea and for implementing it. Three
points of your program are particularly in my opinion:

- the stressing of the social, cultural, environmental, and techno-
logical dimension of design;

- the problem-oriented, not ideological transdisciplinary cross-
fertilization as a tool to really further the setting and the solving
of transdisciplinary design problems;

- the strong linkage between research and University education.
| hope that such assumptions and aims could be basis of similar
and connected initiatives at the international level.

Medardo Chiapponi, Prof., Industrial design, Environmental design,

Polytecnico Milan

The founding of "Society for the Science of Design Studies” is an
excellent idea and will be a very important mark in the history of
design. There is no doubt that this society will be very important
for the Japanese and for the international development of design:
In terms of strategical and political items as well as in those of
educational and professional aspects, concerning the designers and
the enterprises.

The basic paper for this society could be read as a paradigme for
the serious prospectives and for the future not only of design
itself, but also of complex social, economical and cultural future. |
am absolutely sure that the founding members of the society will
be very proud to be members, because this society will get a very
high international reputation soon. Therefore | thank for the
honour to be asked to become a guest member.

Michael Erlhoff, Prof. Dr., Design Context, Theory and History of
design, Univ. of Applied Sciences, Cologne

Dear Mukai-sensei: Congratulations on the establishment of
Society for the Science of Design Studies. | am honored to be
asked to join as an international fellow and look forward to the
future activities of both the Society and the School of Science of
Design at Musashino Art University. The interdisciplinary concept
of design studies in the 2Ist century is an essential basis for
confronting the social, economic, technological and environmental
issues of our " global village." | wholeheartedly support the

objectives of Society for the Science of Design Studies and its

illustrious Founding Committee. Sincerely,
Felice Fischer, Dr., Japanese Art and Design, Curator, Philadelphia
Museum of Art, Philadelphia

The creation of Society for the Science of Design Studies, is very
timely, and the scope of concerns outlined in the founding
document reflects the most urgent problems humanity confronts
today in the design field.

Design, as a problem-oriented, interdisciplinary activity, urgently
needs the concerted effort of many different people to confront
the large, complex problems of our time. This is not an unrealistic,
utopian position. It would be unrealistic to keep on exclusively
responding to market needs, reactively allowing the market to
define the designer's role. Design has a role to play in the shaping
of the future and the sustainability of our lifeworld.

The core of the professional preoccupations cannot be formed by
styles, computers, or the best tricks seen in the last annual. Design
has to strengthen its concern for what really matters: life, death,
pain, happiness, and the welfare of people.

Jorge Frascara, Prof., Graphic design, Univ. of Alberta, Edmonton

Thank you very much for your letter of 15 April, letting me know
about Society for the Science of Design Studies, Japan, which has
been set up at Musashino Art University in Japan. | am in full
support of this idea - obviously I can not be formally associated
with it but would be pleased to allow my name to be mentioned
as international fellow/fellow supporter of the concept.

May | wish you best of luck with new and very timely venture.
yours sincerely,

Christopher Frayling, Rector/Prof. Dr., Cultural history, Design
hostory, Royal College of Art, London

| appreciate your initiative and feel honoured act as an interna-
tional fellow!
Peter Hahn, Dr., History of Design, Director, Bauhaus-Archivs

Museum fiir Gestaltung, Berlin

Best congratulations on the founding of Society for the Science of
Design Studies, Japan! Musashino Art University again provides
leadership in this endeavor, not only in Japan, but internationally.

| would be deeply honored to be named an international fellow
and supporter of the Society. Yours sincerely,

Kathryn B. Hiesinger, Dr., European Decorative Arts, Curator,
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia

It is an honor to be invited to serve as an international fellow,
friendly supporter, and founding promoter of the Society for the
Science of Design Studies.

The new Society is to be commended for its focus on basic design
(aka design science) and for its resolve to broaden the scope of
basic design through transdisciplinary linkages to well established
and to new fields in the sciences, arts, and humanities with a
program of study, research, and exchange.

William S. Huff, Prof., Architectual/Design education,Basic design,
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State Univ. of New York, Buffalo

In the context of rapid technological challenges, design, more
than any other domain of human action, has to undergo radical
changes. In the process of self-examination, we should not go for
slang words like post-design, nor get involved in superficial
polemics over aesthetics. There are more fundamental issues we
have to address, like; what are the ideas of being human we are in
scribing in technologies that coming generations may have to live
with. Or; how can we make the world a better place for all of us,
without eradicating the cultural diversity on which we thrive. Or;
what is design when a technology is emerging that enables its
users to do what designers do today.

In my own way, | am working on some of these issues by inquiring
into language as a medium for the social construction of reality
and, on a more applied task, | am developing a semantics for
design. Both endeavors reorient design towards a human-centered

approach.

However, individual scholars can only fuel a cause that institutions
need to carry on. | therefore welcome the establishment of a
Society that seeks to further a Science for Design(l prefer for
design”, as this science ought to be of service to design, not about
it). I am certainly happy to participate in any way possible as |
consider basic studies in and of design to be both necessary and
timely. Please let me know how |, as an International Fellow of the
Society, can contribute.

Klaus Krippendorff, Prof. Dr., Writing on Design, Research in
communication, and consulting with industry and goverment,

Univ. of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Design is no artistic and no technical phenomenon, but concerns
the whole society . This is the basis for a great responsibility
towards the enviroment and the productions resulting out of it.
Thus design is the conscience of the product.

Design influences all areas of life substantially and is very much
connected with other disciplines and, vice versa, so that the design
must urgently be supported.

Your offer to support Society for the Science of Design Studies,
Japan as an "international fellow member” is a great pleasure for
me.

Stefan Lengyel, Prof., Industrial design, Univ. of Essen

Ich wiinsche der Society Alles Gute, Gerne nehme ich die Ehre
eines guest members an.
Herbert Lindinger, Prof., Industrial design, Institute for Industrial

Design, Univ. of Hannover

Dear Shutaro, an eccellent idea, congratulation!

Tomas Maldonado, Prof., Design education, Polytecnico Milan

| would be pleased to have you use my name as an International
Fellow of Society for the Science of Design Studies.

| am pleased to learn about the establishment of Society for the

Science of Design Studies in Japan and am happy to serve as an
International Fellow of the Society. Design today is undergoing
significant changes and there is an interest throughout the world in
questions related to design research, as well as to matters of design
history, theory, and criticism. As a founding editor of the aca-
demic journal Design Issues and a professor of design history and
theory, | have been committed and remain committed to furthering
a worldwide dialogue on the kinds of questions that you intend to
examine. It is a good moment for Japanese designers and research-
ers to begin a systematic investigation of design and its history so
as to generate new knowledge for the practice and understanding
of design. | wish you well in the first phase of your activity and
hope that you will be able to build an international network of
colleagues and collaborators.

Victor Margolin, Prof., Design History, Univ. of Illinois,
Chicago

Design, that reflects the social, economic and ecologic problem, we
are confronted with, is a complex of activities that transcends
typical images of professions. It can be neither conceived nor
taught as a separate fields. It must be developed intersecting
existing disciplines. To achieve this, a new kind of institution must
be developed: facilities that are understood as an open, interactive
field for design, science and technology. Here the Society for the
Science of Design Studies, Japan takes on a forwardlooking task.
In future Design will be more and more understood as a networked
activity, based on the model of specializing according to the given
context. The concept of superimposing various disciplines to
address the problem or project in question could spawn a new
hybrid category of design activity, which will emancipate itself
from traditional disciplinary concepts. It would be equally oriented
toward research and practice, albeit in a novel way.

The program of Society for the Science of Design Studies, Japan
promises to play an important role in the development of a new
context driven understanding of design. In that respect it corre-
sponds with the concept of the Laboratorium der Zivilisation,
founded in 1991 at Darmstadt, Germany - with Shutaro Mukai as
fellow member and founding promoter.

Bernd Meurer, Prof., Environmental Design, Design Science, Head,
Laboratorium der Zivilisation, Univ. of Applied Sciences, Univ. of
Applied Sciences, Darmstadt

First of all let me wish you a lot of success on the occasion of the
founding Society for the Science of Design Studies, Japan.

Thank you for your kind request, | am delighted to permit you to use
my name as an international fellow member and friendly supporter
of the society.

Ferenc Miiller, Prof.Dr., Design management, Univ. of Art and

Design Budapest, Director, Institute for Design Management

| will write to you about my new mission.
Sudhakar Nadkarni, Prof., Industrial design, Indian Institute of
Technology-Guwahati
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| give my full support to your important initiative, to found
Society for the Science of Design Studies. The lack of scientifi-
cally relevant knowledge and results of multidisciplinary research
can be seen both inside of the designfield and in the confusion of
the attitudes concerning the design in general.

Tapio Peridinen, Prof.Dr., Architect, Designer, Social Scientist,
Helsinki

Sehr geehrter Herr Prof. Mukai, zur Griindung der Society for the
Science of Design Studies, Japan gratuliere ich lhnen.
Selbstverstandlich bin ich gerne dazu bereit ihr als guest member
beizutreten und Sie - soweit es mir moglich ist - ideell zu
unterstiitzen. Freundlicher GruB

Brigitte Reinhard, Dr., History of fine arts and design, Director,
Stadt Ulm Ulmer Museum, Stadtarchiv Ulm/Hfg-Archiv Ulm, Ulm

Lieber Herr Mukai, Ich habe mich sehr gefreut, wieder einmal von
Ihnen zu héren. Und dazu noch in einer so erfreulichen
Angelegenheit. Sehr gerne nehme ich die Einladung an, als
international fellow fiir lhre Gesellschaft zu werben.

Mit der Post schicke ich lhnen einen Vortrag, den ich kiirzlich bei
einer internationalen Designertagung in Miinchen gehalten haben
- damit Sie sehen, da ich mich auch fachlich einschligig
interessiere.

Ihnen und lhrer Familie alles Gute. Ihr S.J.Schmidt

Siegfried J.Schmidt, Prof. Dr., Philosophy, German literatur,
Linguistics, History and Art History, Univ. of Miinster

Congratulation on the founding of the new society- it is timely
and necessary and will fill an important gap.

Giinter Schmitz, Prof., Architecture, State Univ. of New York at
Buffalo

| wish the Society to work towards a deeper understanding of the
nature and meaning of design.

Jrj6 Sotamaa, Rector/Prof. Dr., Design, Univ. of Art and Design
Helsinki

Design seems to be an everyday activity. We can interpret the
world of objects and information around us as products of design.
But research and theory which we need to understand this
contradictory matter and to find adequate solutions to a rapidly
changing society united by the electronic media is still a stepchild
both of the humanities and science.

Looking back to the times of the Hochschule fiir Gestaltung in
Ulm, where | had the privilege to complete my studies, life seems
infinitely more complex today. But basic needs remain and my
wish is that the design world does not forget that there are human
beings at the bottom of their activities. This goes especially for
education.

Margit Weinberg Staber, Critic on Arts and Design, Ziirich

| am convinced that your initiative for basic research will have a

good effect on design education and production.

Best wishes for your project!
Flix Studinka, History of Arts, Museum fiir Gestaltung Ziir
ich

Lieber Prof.Shutaro Mukai, mit grossem Interesse habe ich von
Ihrem Plan der Griindung des "Society for Science of Design
Studies, Japan", Kenntnis genommen. Ich begriisse lhre Initiative
sehr und versichere lhnen, dass ich Ihre Plane sowie inhaltlich wie
von den Zielsetzungen her uneingeschrénkt unterstiitze.

Es wird Sie interessieren, dass wir hier an der Universitat eben zur
selben Zeit ein "Institut fiir Kunst-und Designwissenschaft"
griinden.

Ich hoffe, dass sich auch von daher eine fruchtbare
Zusammenarbeit entwickeln wird.

Mit schénen Griissen und guten Wiinschen fiir Ihre Arbeit,

lhr Hermann Sturm

Die Ziele und die Organisation, des Instituts fasse ich kurz
zusammen:

1. Das Institut fiir Kunst-und Designwissenschaft der Universitat
Essen ist eine wissenschaftliche Einrichtung.

2. Das Institut hat die Aufgabe. Forschung und Lehre in allen
Theoriefachern der Kunst- und Designwissenschaften zu betreiben
und dabei in strukturstarkender Weise ein systematisches
Theorieangebot fiir die Studiengdnge zu entwickeln.

3. Das Institut soll die Zusammenarbeit mit auBeruniversitdren
Enrichtungen (Museen, Instituten. Sammlungen,Designzentren,
Forschungseinrichtungen) verstarken und weiterentwickeln - auch
im Interesse des Forschungstransfers.

4. Mitglieder des Instituts sind die Professorinnen und Professoren
aus den Kunst- und Designwissenschaften, sowie deren
Mitarbeiterinnen und Mitarbeiter.

5. Das Institut wird geleitet vom Vorstand (die Professorinnen und
Professoren). Der Vorstand kann Forschungs-, Studien-, Arbeits-,
Projektgruppen einrilchten.

6. Der Vorstand wahlt aus seiner Mitte eine Professorin oder einen
Professor fiir 5 Jahre zum Institutsleiter und seinen Stellvertreter.
Hermann Sturm, Prof., Art- and Design sciences, University

Essenn, Head of The Institute for Art- and Design Sciences, Essenn

I am honoured by this invitation and gladly accept it. | am sure
the founding of the Society will add new dimensions to design
studies, and | hope to be enriched by my association with society.

| hope to send a detailed response to the note sent by you later.
however | wish the founding convention of the Society all success.
Please convey my regards to friends and colleagues there.

Kirti Trivedi, Prof., Visual Communication Design, Product Design,
Design History, Design Traditions, Indian Institute of Technology-

Bombay

*Elisabeth Walter-Bense, Prof.Dr., Philosophy, Semiotic, Aesthetic,
Publicher and Editor, "Semiosis", The International Journal for
Semiotic Studies, Stuttgart

Prof.Dr. Elisabeth Walter-Bense has kindly accepted WuPesEréptorpd 1999
a founding member and an international fellow for the Society.



